A NEW CLASS FOR FIGHTERS
Like Henry Ford’s Model T car which was available exclusively in black
rather than a range of colours, the Siamese Fighting Fish, Betta
splendens, always used to be available only in ‘solid’ colours rather than
patterned – at least where showing was concerned.
Over the years, many multi-coloured variants has become established
favourites (from the only-so-slightly different Cambodian to today’s
‘Crowns, Delta and Double-tails).
Whilst maintaining the simplicity of the original (and at the same time
acknowledging the effort required to keep the strain pure) it has been
decided that the sub-division Ea for Betta splendens can no longer
embrace all the variants. To this end a new Show Class I will be
introduced for a year’s trial period for 2017.
The following Pointing Guide will explain, as well some illustrations of the
newer types of Betta.

This is a preliminary introduction to the proposed changes and should be
regarded as such. A more definitive Guide will be issued in the early New
Year.

POINTING Betta splendens
AND GENERAL GUIDANCE
BODY - 20
ln which is considered the body shape of the fish. That the body is the correct
shape for the species, that it has clean, smooth and flowing lines. If a fish is
subject to a standard, ensure that the body shape conforms to that standard.
That the scales or scutes are uniform. That the lateral line is well defined where
appropriate. That the eyes have a full iris. That the fish is of sufficient size and
development to be considered adult.
COLOUR - 20
ln which is considered the colour of the fish. That the colour is that which is
expected of the species. Colour should be clear, well defined and intense.
Lighting which improves or enhances the natural colouring will result in the exhibit
being disqualified.
FINNAGE - 20
in which is considered the finnage of the fish. That all fins are present and in
balance with each other. That the size and shape are in keeping with the species.
That there is no ray malformation present. If the finnage is subject to a standard,
ensure that it conforms to that standard. Unhealed damage to finnage must be
accessed under ‘Condition’ not under Finnage.
CONDITION AND DEPORTMENT - 20
ln which is considered both the overall condition of the fish and its general
deportment. That it is free from damage, disease and deformities. That the eyes
are clear and bright, the finnage held erect and that the fish takes an interest in its
surroundings. That it appears fearless, well cared for and well nourished.
That it moves well and displays so that it can be viewed with ease for judging.
The known nature of the species or variety will be considered. Does it inhabit the
surface area or is it a bottom dweller? That a female fish is not in an advanced
gravid state or egg-bound.

PATTERN - 10
ln which is considered the pattern of the colour on the fish. Those patterns most
attractive and pleasing to the eye are to take considerable preference over other
patterns. The criterion is balance; patterns not in balance, no matter how
colourful, should achieve a lower mark.
The colour pattern must be sharp and well defined.‘ Self-coloured fish, or fish of a
single colour, will not be considered any differently to fish with a combination of
colours. Pattern points for ‘self-coloured fish will be allocated to the degree of total
and even coverage of the colour throughout the fish, including the fins.
PRESENTATlON - 10
ln which is considered the overall presentation of the exhibit, including the show
container.
The features that are to be considered are set out on page 13-2 of the
Constitution. Judges will allot points taking the features list into consideration.
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VARIETIES OF CROWN Betta

